
IMPACT IMMIGRATION: 2016 

Today’s State of Play 
Our broken immigration system is unfit for today’s world; it hinders the United States in a 
global economy and fails to live up to our American ideals. Reforming our broken system 
is critically important to economic growth, creating American jobs, and ensuring the 
United States’ continued competitiveness. This is an urgent national issue. We have a 
once-in-a-generation opportunity to get it right, and that is why we are setting the stage 
to pass commonsense immigration reform in 2017. The status quo on immigration 
cannot remain - we need to act now. 

FWD.us Principles 
FWD.us is a bipartisan organization that harnesses the best of the advocacy and 
technology sectors to tackle tough political problems and issues critical to the United 
States’ knowledge economy. Our mission is to mobilize the tech community to support 
policies that keep the American Dream achievable in the 21st Century. Our current policy 
focus is immigration reform, built on the following three principles:  
 

● Strengthening Our Families and Economy: Reforming our legal immigration 
system will create millions of American jobs, reduce the deficit, allow for 
innovation to keep the U.S. globally competitive, and protect families from the fear 
of separation.  

● Sensible Border and Interior Security: Providing law enforcement with the tools 
and support they need will allow them to focus on serious criminals and threats. It 
is also important to develop an effective employment verification system and 
establish a streamlined process for admitting future workers to meet our 
workforce needs. 

● Providing a Pathway: We categorically reject absurd proposals for mass 
deportation. Creating a pathway to legal status and citizenship for the 11 million 
undocumented immigrants living in the United States will allow them to contribute 
more fully to our economy and communities. We support requirements such as 
passing a background check, learning English, and paying back taxes. 

 
We strongly condemn the rhetoric of mass deportation and are committed to educating 
the public about the true costs it would have on our communities, economy, and country; 
in the meantime, we support Executive Actions that protect millions of immigrants 
waiting for reform. 

Why Immigration Reform is so Important 
America is a nation of immigrants, and this is an incredible source of our strength. The 



entrepreneurial spirit of immigrants has for centuries drawn the best and brightest to 
our country to build a better life for themselves, their families, our communities, and this 
nation.  
 
Today’s immigrants come for the same reasons, but we no longer have a legal 
immigration structure that matches up to this great American tradition. American 
businesses gamble for talent in a high-skilled visa lottery, while people who have been 
living and working here for decades face enormous backlogs for green cards. And every 
year we educate the best and brightest students, only to ask them to leave after they 
graduate - often forcing them to work for our global competitors.  
 
Above all, there are over 11 million undocumented immigrants living in the United States, 
2.1 million of whom came here as children, and none of whom have a clear pathway to 
citizenship. Over 5 million are still waiting for relief from deportation promised in 
President Obama’s Executive Actions. They’re still in the dark and uncertain about their 
future.  

Passing immigration reform will strengthen our economy, reducing the deficit by $897 
billion and creating 3.2 million jobs. By contrast, mass deportation would rip families 
apart, cost $600 billion in new government spending, and shrink our economy by $1.7 
trillion. 

Fixing our broken system is a moral and economic imperative. We must come together 
and build a foundation for comprehensive immigration reform in 2017.  

Our Goal and Key Objectives 
Over the next year, we plan to build a strong foundation to pass legislation in 2017. We’ll 
work tirelessly to maintain immigration as a central issue and keep the conversation 
focused on our shared American values. It is critical that we build bipartisan support for 
permanent legislation in Congress. Equally important is the need to ensure that all 
presidential candidates are committed to passing legislation at the beginning of a new 
administration. We strongly believe that only a candidate who rejects mass deportation 
and false assumptions on high-skilled immigration can be the next president.  

Our Strategy and Tactics 
 
Refute and defeat the dangerous proposals around mass deportation 

● Pushing back on anti-immigrant rhetoric surrounding mass deportation by 
highlighting its astronomical human and economic costs and advancing a 
pro-immigration reform narrative that prioritizes the substantial benefits of 
immigration reform at a regional and national level 



● Personalizing the devastating impact that mass deportation would have on 
individuals and the economy through the amplification of stories of business 
leaders, DREAMers and their families, innovators, students, and others affected by 
our broken immigration system  

 
Prioritize immigration reform during the 2016 election cycle  

● Launching a campaign to recruit supporters to sign-up as “Immigration Action 
Voters” and increasing awareness of diverse voters in key states who have 
pledged to make immigration reform a top voting issue in 2016 

● Communicating the unprecedented and critical significance of demographic 
changes, especially the continued growth of the Latino and Asian American vote 

● Expanding operations into key 2016 battleground states 
● Meeting with and encouraging candidates running for office to put forward a plan 

to fix our broken immigration system 
 
Build bipartisan support for a legislative window for immigration reform in 2017 

● Strengthening a pro-reform movement by meeting and working with both 
Republicans and Democrats in Congress  

● Reframing the debate on immigration reform by producing targeted online 
storytelling, growing engaged lists of pro-reform digital activists, and building new 
tools to reach supporters 

● Establishing business and technology coalitions for immigration reform in major 
cities and states across the country, while continuing to build upon our work in 
communities where FWD.us currently has a presence 

 

What You Can Do To Help  
In order to create an environment where Congress can pass meaningful legislation in 
2017, we need champions in Congress on both sides of the aisle. We need to educate 
elected officials so they are aware of the millions of lives at stake as American families 
and businesses wait for real reform. And we need passionate individuals like you to help 
keep up the positive public dialogue on immigration reform.  
 
These are just a few of the many ways you can get involved: 
 

● Join our Innovation Council 
● Become and recruit Immigration Action Voters 
● Meet privately with Members of Congress in key districts  
● Attend public and private events with FWD.us staff and allies 
● Help us grow our network by recruiting influential allies and stakeholders 
● Use FWD.us tools like our Built By Immigrants story-sharing platform and our 

Push4Reform legislative scorecard to advocate to your Member of Congress 
 


